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The following are pending proposed changes to the Michigan Court Rules:

1. ADM File No. 2022-34: Proposed Amendments of MCR 3.991

This proposed rule change was issued on January 15, 2025. The comment period
expires on May 1, 2025. The proposed amendment of MCR 3.991 would clarify the
process for judicial reviews of referee recommendations in juvenile cases by
allowing the parties to waive judicial review, limiting a judge’s ability to conduct an
early review, and requiring a judge to conduct a requested review in all cases within
21 days of the request. The relevant proposed changes are:

Rule 3.991 Review of Referee Recommendations
(A) General.

(1) Before signing an order based on a referee’s recommended findings and
conclusions, a judge of the court mustshall review the recommendations if
requested by a party in the manner provided by subrule (B). The parties may waive
judicial review of the referee’s recommendation by consenting in writing to
immediate entry of the order.

(2) [Unchanged.]

(3) ANething—in—this—rule—prohibits—a judge must notfrom reviewing a referee’s

recommendation before the expiration of the time for requesting review unless the
parties waived judicial review as provided in subrule (A)(1) or the court finds good

cause as stated in a written orderand-entering-an-appropriate-order-

(4) After the entry of an order under this subrule (A}3), a request for review may
not be filed. Reconsideration of the order is by motion for rehearing under MCR
3.992.

(B)-(C) [Unchanged.]

(D) Prompt Review; No Party Appearance Required. Absent good cause for delay,
the judge mustshall consider the request within 21 days after it is filed ithe-minor

is-in-placement-or-detention. The judge need not schedule a hearing to rule on a

request for review of a referee’s recommendations.



(E)-(G) [Unchanged.]



