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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS                    
27th ANNUAL RAM CONFERENCE
STAFFORD’S PERRY HOTEL, PETOSKEY, MICHIGAN 
MAY 25, 26, and 27, 2011
Wednesday, May 25, 2011:
12:00 p.m. to 1:45 p.m.

Conference Registration 
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Presentation: Karol L. Ross, MA, JD.  We welcome the return of Karol Ross, head of Macomb County Family Counseling Services. She will explain the practice of “parallel parenting” as compared to “cooperative parenting” in high conflict families.  

4:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Hospitality Suite:  Meet and greet fellow Referees.  
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Group Dinner – Stafford’s Perry Hotel.
8:00 p.m. to ???


Hospitality Suite will be open.  Come and enjoy some rest and relaxation!
Thursday, May 26, 2011:

7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.  

Continental Breakfast
9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

Executive Board Meeting (all are welcome)  
10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Presentation: Steven Yager, Acting Deputy Director, Michigan Department of Human Services, Children’s Services Administration.  Mr. Yager will provide an update on general policy and trends in child welfare, changes in foster care and an update on the consent decree.


11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Lunch  
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Presentation: Joshua Kay, Clinical Assistant Professor of Law in the Child Advocacy Law Clinic, University of Michigan Law School.  Mr. Kay will address the issue of “Ensuring that Reasonable Efforts are Reasonable and Effortful,” describing the scope and meaning of the reasonable efforts requirement, including reasonable accommodations and active efforts under the Indian Child Welfare Act.
3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Joint Roundtable Discussion  Topics:  To be Announced.
6:00 p.m. 


Dinner:  On your own.

5:00 p.m. to ???


Hospitality Suite will be open.  
Friday, May 27, 2011:

8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

Breakfast Buffet

9:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

Presentation: Lannie McRill, MA, LLP - Mr. McRill is one of Michigan’s premiere substance abuse evaluators and screen administrator. He will inform RAM of the latest technology in substance abuse testing, including blood tests and hair follicle tests.


10:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.

Presentation: Suzanne Hollyer, Oakland County Friend of the Court - Ms. Hollyer will be updating the Referees with regard to State legislation and policy concerning public employee benefits, retirement programs, and compensation in our tough economic climate.
11:15 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Awards Ceremony and Conclusion of Conference.  (Please turn in your evaluation forms). 
